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creatures seeking distraction by singing their un-
happiness to divert passers-by." The Emperor would
have liked cheerfulness even in the retreat from
Russia. He had said in his 29th bulletin, " Those
whom nature had made of sterner stuff preserved
their gaiety and usual manners." Among the ex-
ceptional men whom nothing could daunt, the
General de Narbonne was mentioned with great
admiration; for every morning, in his bivouac, he
used to have his hair done and powdered in the
midst of the snow, while he chatted freely with the
officers of his staff. When he had returned to Paris,
his friends congratulated him, and applied to him the
famous passage in the 29th bulletin; but he exclaimed
sadly, " Ah I the Emperor may say what he pleases;
butc gaiety' is a rather strong word 1" And he turned
aside to hide the tears' which sprang to his eyes.

Napoleon knew no such .attacks of melancholy.
Never had he displayed more eagerness or greater
confidence in his good luck. He was never tired of
saying that his next campaign would open with twice
as large forces as had fought in the previous campaign.
While waiting for the hour of battle, he devoted
himself most warmly to the pleasures of the chase,
that mimic war. "At the end of 1812, and the
beginning of 1813," says his valet de chambre Con-
stant, " I noticed that the Emperor had never hunted
so frequently. One day, when Marshal Duroc was In
his room, and he was putting on his green coat with
gold facings, I heard the Emperor say, fcl must be